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formed as well before the i is manned as after, and Offcers 
be materially aſſiſted i in plays 2 17 troubleſome. 
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PERPETUAL BIRTHING-BOOK, 


PrAcks FOR THE HAMMOCKS | PERSORNS WHOSE Hay. 


on DEcx. ' MOCKS FILL THEM, 
Forecaſtle Netting eee. e. 3. Fore Caſtle Men. VE 
Fore Topmalt Rigging en 7 2 Fore Top Men. 
Fore Rigging . 9 Ditto and Petty Officers. 
Main Top Rigging e e 1 Main Top Men. 
Quarter Deck Netting iz f Main Top Men & Waiſters. 
Quarter Deck Breaſt Netting · . 7 5 Waiſters. 
Gangway Netting +++ ee 19 Waiſters, Boys, aa Idlers. 
Mizen Topmaſt Rigging . . 23 J Mizen Top Men. 
Mizen Rigging ...... 25 J After- Guard. 
| Poop AN NING 27 4 After-Guard and Marines. 
Poop Breaſt ...... ...... ...... 37 Marines. 
Main Rigging + Geer adroddddongu 39 ) Gunners & Quarter Maſters 
After Grating . . ...... ... 41 $5 Barbers, ſtow in the Gangw. 
Manger 2000000000086 ' —— * #3666 2000005060 —:. 43 ; — 
Gangway · eee eee. 45 5 Boys. 
Gangway NENT a & Idlers. 


The above arrangement agrees aj with the order of the tcl 
bill, and the HivthiocRs Row nextel that part of the ſhip the men are 
watchedat. Thoſe ordered to beſtowed inthe tops and rigging may be 


placed on the gangway inſide of the Ms. ungll ordered to their 
. es. 


10 


Cayrrain JAMES DOUGLAS, 
| OF THE | | 
ROYAL NAVY. 
mm 
I Have to acknowledge my obligations to you 
for the pains you took in giving the PERPETUAL BIRTHING-BOOK 
a fair trial, and for your kind attention to myſelf, in his majeſty's 
ſhip Jason, when under your command; on-board of which I re- 
mained, after your departure, a witneſs of the molt inconteſtible 
proofs of that eſteem in which your exertions and humanity had cauſed 
you to be held by a crew of grateful ſeamen. _ oy 
In the diſcipline of a ſhip's company there undoubtedly requires 
great judgement and humanity, which none have exerciſed with more 
folicitude than yourſelf: and twenty-five years experience has con- 
vinced me, that, were ſuch conduct general, the fleets of Great-Britain 
would ſeldom exhibit an example of mutiny. | 
I beg you, fir, to accept my apology for taking the libexty to 
publiſh this ſmall tribute of gratitude and admiration, for our juſt 


and diſintereſted. Principles, without your permiſſion; which I am at 


100 great a diſtance to obtain before my little performance will be 


publiſhed ; which I do not with a view to any pecuniary advantage, 
but for the eaſe of the officer and comfort of the ſeaman. 55 
"nw true Ts unglterable regard, 1 have the Honour. to be, 


1 
Your obliged n m wy hte, 


Humble Sant,” 


| Phmouth-Dock, April 1, 1796. 


P. ROSS. 
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EXPLANATION Or, 'anp REMARKS ON, 
. THE 


' PERPETUAL BIRTHING-BOOK. 


„ A REFERENCE TO THE ENGRAVED PLATE, WHICH ACCOy- 
: hy _ FANIES THIS WORK, WILL BE FOUND, TO ELUCIDATE 
| 


_ THE SUBJECT. 


3 7 . * . * * - n N f 5 


N che head and margin of FR” page are 1 its contents, 

by which an inſtant reference is obtained. The left-hand 

pages are for the larboard fide, and the right-hand pages for the 
ſtarboard ſide. The three ruled columns are for,—firſt, the number 
of the birth; ſecondly, for larboard or ſtarboard watch; thirdly, the 
number of the tier. L. and S. in the watch column, ſhould be inſerted 
alternately, beginning with L. on the larboard, and S. on the 
ſtarboard, watch; which will aſſiſt in mixing the ſhip's company more 
exactly, when at watch and watch, and point out the watch they be- 
long to: becauſe, if thoſe who belong to the larboard watch are il 
birthed on the ſtarboard fide, and are oppoſite to the letter L. on that 
fide, it is certain they are properly mixed; and, when one watch is 
on deck, each man in the other will have two men's room, the empty 
hammocks excepted. This rule reverſed will ſerve for the larboard 


1 
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In the middle of each leaf arttivo 1 narrow ſlips of parchment alter- 
nately interſected through cuts from top to bottom, which form nooſes 
for ſlips of paper to be run through, on which are written the names 


of the crew; to correſpond with the figures that denote their ſituation. 


. Theſe flips of paper, with the men's names, may be changed when- 


ever required without the leaſt inconvenience; only minding to give 


| the: men the patch correſponding with the number removed to. 


The invariable mode, in ck ple is to batten the ans on both 
ſides and fix one between each beam; which method creates much con- 


fuſion, and takes nearly twice the quantity of ſtuff more than the one 


. offered; it conſequently occaſions more labour, a greater expence, 
- harbours dirt, and muſt be altered before the crew can be N 
birthed. 


By the following method, birthing a ſhip's company may be per- 
formed with great eaſe to the officer, and with ſuch regularity 9280 
every man can claim his birth without the leaſt 8 2 | 


Firſt, 3 ſhip ſhould be battened agreeably to the plans on the . 


and if at firſt in dock the better. The battens to be nailed or ſcrewed 


on the beams or carlings three feet from each other, excepting the 
foremoſt and aftermoſt, which ſhould be fix feet. The hammocks will 
then lock eighteen inches within each other, (the proper length of 


the clues,) and the whole range from clue to clue, ſuppoſing the 


hammock fix; will be nine feet. The firſt head-batten being nine 
feet from the foremoſt one, a locking batten three feet before it will 
come between, and every other or ſecond batten will be a head one. 
Every part ſhould be meaſured where men are to be ſtowed, and the 
| length from the manger to the gunroom divided into tiers of ſix feet, 


excepting the firſt, which ſhould be nine. Let the tiers be marked 


| off in large characters on the underſide of the beam or carling, a 

little before the head batten, beginning with Ne I forward on both 
ſides, and an exact breadth be given to each birth according to the 
number of men and their ſtations. Should the ſhip meaſure more than 
the regular longers between decks, the ſpare ſpace ſhould be given to 
the forepart of the ſhip, that part being much confined, a and the moſt 
uſeful men being birthed in the foremoſt tiers. 
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15 1 
* ſhould be left for the petty officers in their uſual place, 
marked with their ſtations, and their hammocks marked in the fame 
way, to prevent their being mixed with the people's on deck. 


As moſt of the numbered inſide births are for the . 
different parts of the ſhip they ſhould not be pinched. | 


The number of hammocks that can be ſtowed in the mag on deck 
ſhould be aſcertained ; and, when the whole is meaſured, and marked 
with the proper diftribution of room, ſmall patches or pieces of canvas, 
ſhould be made out for all the hammocks, marked as is mentioned here. 
after. One of theſe pieces, correſponding with the birthing-book, 

where every man's birth appears oppoſite his name, 3s delivered to 
each man ſo ſoon as birthed, to be ſewed on his reſpective hammock, 
and to be * when! it is thought Proper to remove him. 


& 282 


| —— 


It 1 is an advantage for hammocks always to Fi ſtowed in the ſame 

place; therefore the numbers ſhould be regulated by tlie ſize of the 

nettings and the height the officer will have the hammocks ſtowed, 
This ſhould be aſcertained before the patches are made. 


Petty officers* hammocks are placed at Aten! in the ſtarboard 
and larboard fore-rigging. 5 


When it is known what rom may be allowed to each man, the 
births ſhould be numbered, and the numbers ſhould begin at a con- 
venient diſtance, from the ſide on thegrſt head-batten, and then pro- 
ceed from ſide to centre, from No I upwards, until the whole ate 
marked, making allowance for the muzzles of the guns, e 
in low ſhips. 


Take care chat the head clues are made fall exactly to the centre of 
their reſpeclive numbers. 


The plan of between-decks will aſſiſt the officer in giving every man 
2 place to meſs in by ſimply dividing each tier into two meſs- places, 
wich the addition of the vacant ſpaces in midſhips. 


EXAMPLES 
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EXAMPLES FOR MARKING THE PATCHES | 
OR 
CANVAS PIECES; 
| WITH AN EXPLANATION or . n e e | 


* 


— — ah 


There are two ſorts of patches neceflary : the firſt for thoſe who 
ſleep between decks, containing the initials of the place their ham- 


mocks are to be ftowed in on deck, and the number of the tier they 
occupy between decks; thus: 


E 1 7 Jeanne Forecaſtle, Noi, Tier I. 


Tube ſecond ſort for perſons who do not ſleep! between decks, ſuch | 

as quarter-maſters, quarter-gunners, boys , and idlers, containing the ; 
initials of 'the place in which their hammocks ſtow, the number of $4 9 
their birth, and 1. deſcription of perſons: : thus 


| 9 oF 1 Main Rigging, N81, Quarter Maſters. 


. Larboard Main Rigging, vor, Quarter Games 


eee Gangway, Ne, abu 


Lr N 1 
Iouens 


1 Larboard Gangway, Ne I, | Tiles. 


E 15 M Arz | Starboaxd Fore Rigging, Ne 1, Boatſwain's Mates. 


IFR. Ne | 
| — |: Larboard Fore e 91, Carpenter” v Mates. 


| CONTRACTIONS EXPLAINED. x 
p. Poop, —F. C. Forecaſtle.—F. T. Fore-Top.—M. T. Main-Top. 
QD. Quarter-Deck.,—Q. D. B. Quarter Deck Breaſt.—G v. Gang- 
way Mz. T. Mizen-Top.—M.R. Main Rigging. — P. B. Poop 
Breaſt.— Ma. R. Mizen Rigging,—B. & I. Boy's and. Idlers, —P, - 6 
— Rigging. | | 
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